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Top 20 SIC02 sub-sectors by LQ for Sandwell 
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Manufacture of fabricated 
metal products, except 
machinery and equipment

Manufacture of other 
non-metallic mineral 
products

Wholesale trade,  
except of motor vehicles 
and motorcycles

Manufacture of motor 
vehicles, trailers and semi-
trailers

Manufacture of  
food products

Manufacture  
of furnitureSecurity and 

investigation 
activities

Postal and  
courier activities

Manufacture of  
basic metals

Other personal 
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Social work 
activities without 
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Advanced Manufacturing

Transport Technologies

Environmental Technologies

Business Services

Retail

Health & Wellbeing
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Sandwell Sector and  
Subsector Specialism Key businesses Sandwell’s sector strengths & messages

Advanced 
Manufacturing  
& Logistics

•	 Automotive - Motor vehicle 
components, other transport 
equipment, coachwork

•	 Adv Manufacturing - Robotics

•	 Logistics - Postal & Courier 
services, rail freight,  
land transport

•	 Metals & metal products - first 
processing of steel, casting of 
metals, tubes and pipes, cutlery, 
structural metal products

•	 Advanced Materials - glass 
and glass products, refractory 
products, gas & gaseous  
fuels, chemicals

Automotive - Rimstock, 
CAB Auto, Keltruck, Jubilee 
Mobility, Truck-Lite

Robotics - KUKA

Logistics - DPD/Geopost, 
Sheldon Clayton, Clarke 
Transport, Rotala

Steel & basic metals - 
Thyssenkrupp, Voestalpine 
Metsec, Marcegaglia, Hadley 
Industries, Evtec

Chemicals - BIP, Robinson 
Brothers, Atotech

•	 Part of a region which is one of the main transport 
equipment clusters in Europe and the largest in the UK 
and home to a large talent pool of 1,350 in the automotive 
and aerospace industries

•	 Sandwell is ideally placed in the country and close to 
major motorway networks to be hugely beneficial to the 
postal and courier sector which employs 3,500 in Sandwell 
alone

•	 The central location is ideal for attracting investment from 
the transport & logistics sector with over 11,000 currently 
employed in the sector in Sandwell

•	 Strong presence in supply chains to automotive, aerospace 
and advanced engineering sectors

•	 A strong talent pool of over 11,000 materials cluster 
employees (including 900 in advanced plastics and 900 in 
glassmaking) plus 8,500 skilled metalworkers

Business 
Professional 
and Financial 
Services

•	 Financial services -  
banking

Financial services -  
West Bromwich  
Building Society 

•	 2,000 accounting professionals in Sandwell within a wider 
BPFS employment pool of 12,000 BPFS employees locally, 
with access to large potential workforce of over 300,000 
experienced financial and professional services employees 
within easy commuting distance

•	 A BPFS sector in Sandwell worth over £930m per year

•	 Cost advantages due to lower office rental costs

Life Sciences •	 Medtech -  
Surgical and dental appliances

Surgical and dental 
appliances -  
Premier Prosthetics

•	 Significant synergies with machinery and equipment 
manufacturing expertise and the skilled local talent base

•	 9,000 healthcare professionals work in Sandwell as well  
as an additional 8,500 social care professionals

Food & Drink  •	 Foodtech -  
Automated food production

•	 Food production -  
meat products, bakery products

Automated  
food production -  
East End Foods, 2 Sisters,  
KTC Edibles

•	 Large local talent pool of over 4,5000 food production  
and foodtech employees in Sandwell with significant 
strengths in the wider machinery and equipment 
manufacturing sector

•	 Central location is ideal for food distribution and 
packaging, especially perishable products
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